
181Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Feb. 3

Statement on Land and Water
Conservation Fund Acquisitions
February 2, 1998

Last spring, in concluding an historic bal-
anced budget agreement with the Congress,
one of my highest priorities was ensuring the
funds needed to continue our efforts to pro-
tect America’s natural treasures. With those
funds now appropriated, I am pleased that
today Secretaries Babbitt and Glickman are
transmitting to Congress a list of sites that
are particularly precious to Americans and
deserving of our stewardship.

Each of the 100 sites on this list represents
an important piece of America’s natural and
historic legacy. With these acquisitions, we
will put the finishing touches on the re-
nowned Appalachian Trail and secure critical
winter range for Yellowstone’s bison and elk.
We will rebuild salmon runs in the Pacific
Northwest and protect an ancient caldera in
New Mexico that is home to one of the coun-
try’s largest elk herds. We will preserve Civil
War battlefields where Americans fought and
died. We will safeguard vital swaths of this
great land literally from coast to coast.

I am extremely proud of our success in
preserving Yellowstone, the Everglades,
Lake Tahoe, and the red rock canyons of
Utah. The budget I submit today to Con-
gress—the first balanced budget in a genera-
tion—will allow us to save even more of
America’s natural and historic treasures. I am
confident that with the bipartisan support of
Congress, we can continue not only to pro-
tect but to restore nature’s magnificent gifts.
Together, we can assure that future genera-
tions know and enjoy this land in all its true
splendor.

Executive Order 13072—White
House Millennium Council
February 2, 1998

By the authority vested as me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, and in order to an-
nounce the formation of a Council to recog-
nize national and local projects that com-
memorate the millennium, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. The White House, the
Department of Education, and all executive
branch agencies shall lead the country in a
national and educational celebration of our
culture, democracy, and citizenry. The Fed-
eral Government has a special responsibility
to inspire the American people to reflect
upon and commemorate the achievements of
this country’s past and to celebrate the possi-
bilities of the future. To carry forward this
country’s great democratic tradition and en-
rich the lives of our children and the children
of the 21st century, the Federal Government
shall encourage Americans to make plans to
mark the new millennium in communities
across America. By leading this country in
a grand educational celebration of the past
and future, the Federal Government has an
unprecedented opportunity to energize and
unite the Nation with a renewed sense of
optimism in the accomplishments and prom-
ise of America.

Sec. 2. White House Millennium Council.
(a) To enable the White House, the Depart-
ment of Education, and executive branch
agencies to provide national leadership in
this historic time, I hereby announce the for-
mation of the White House Millennium
Council.

(b) The White House Millennium Council
shall be composed of a Director, Deputy Di-
rector, administrative staff, and a representa-
tive from each of the following:

(1) Department of State;
(2) Department of the Treasury;
(3) Department of Defense;
(4) Department of Justice;
(5) Department of the Interior;
(6) Department of Agriculture;
(7) Department of Commerce;
(8) Department of Labor;
(9) Department of Health and Human

Services;
(10) Department of Housing and Urban

Development;
(11) Department of Transportation;
(12) Department of Energy;
(13) Department of Education;
(14) Department of Veterans Affairs;
(15) Environmental Protection Agency;
(16) Office of Management and Budget;
(17) Small Business Administration;
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